














































Recommendation to refuse to grant an Aquaculture Licence and a Foreshore Licence for 1 site 

(T09/477A) 

 

Action Required 

Ministerial determination on Aquaculture/Foreshore Licensing Application (T09/477) 

 

Executive Summary 

The Minister’s determination is requested in relation to an application for an Aquaculture Licence 

from Kevin Lydon, Cluggam, Maam, Co. Galway. The application is for the cultivation of mussels 

using longlines on a site (T09/477A), totalling 15.0422 ha, on the foreshore in Killary Harbour, Co 

Galway. A submission in respect of the application for a Foreshore Licence is also set out for the 

Minister’s consideration. 

 

It is recommended that the Minister determines that the application for Aquaculture and Foreshore 

Licences not be granted for the reasons set out in the submission below. 

 

Killary Harbour has issues with existing sites relating to stocking levels, lack of growth and seed 

availability. Accordingly, the licensing of new sites in the harbour is not considered appropriate at 

this time.  

 

Note: Tabs may contain additional information which is subject to redaction if transmitted to third 

parties. 

 

DECISION SOUGHT 

 

Recommendation to refuse to grant an Aquaculture Licence and a Foreshore Licence for 1 site 

(T09/477A) 

The Minister's determination is requested please in relation to an application for an Aquaculture 

Licence from Kevin Lydon, Cluggam, Maam, Co. Galway, for a site in Killary Harbour, Co Galway. 

 

Also attached is a submission in respect of the accompanying Foreshore Licence, for the Minister’s 

consideration. 

 

BACKGROUND 



Marine aquaculture operations require separate Aquaculture and Foreshore Licences and Ministerial 

approval is required in respect of this submission (Aquaculture Submission) and submission 

underneath (Foreshore Submission), which refer to the same site. 

 

The Aquaculture Licence defines the activity that is permitted on a particular site and the Foreshore 

Licence allows for the occupation of that particular area of foreshore. The continuing validity of each 

licence is contingent on the other licence remaining in force. 

 

APPLICATION FOR AN AQUACULTURE LICENCE 

An application for an Aquaculture Licence has been received from the applicant referred to above (in 

conjunction with an application for a Foreshore Licence), for the cultivation of mussels using 

longlines on a site (T09/477A), totalling 15.0422 Ha, in Killary Harbour, Co. Galway (see Tab A). 

 

LEGISLATION 

Section 7 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 provides that the licensing authority (i.e. Minister, 

delegated officer or, on appeal, the Aquaculture Licence Appeals Board) may, if satisfied that it is in 

the public interest to do so, license a person to engage in aquaculture. 

Article 6 (3) of the Habitats Directive provides that “Any plan or project not directly connected with 

or necessary to the management of the site but likely to have a significant effect thereon ... shall be 

subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of the site’s conservation 

objectives ... the competent national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having 

ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned ...” 

 

CONSULTATION AND PUBLIC COMMENT 

The application was sent to the Department’s technical experts, statutory consultees and was also 

publicly advertised in a composite public notice covering both aquaculture and foreshore elements. 

 

Technical Consultation (See Tab B) 

Marine Engineering Division: The proposed site is located on the south shore of Inner Killary 

Harbour, Co. Galway. Killary Harbour is largely sheltered from wind and wave action making it an 

ideal area for aquaculture. This aquaculture site has been in existence for 20 years, which indicates 

that the hydrodynamic regime is suitable for this type of aquaculture. As the mussel production sites 

in Killary Harbour are not located within a Natura 2000 site there will be no direct impacts from this 

operation. However, there is overstocking, lack of growth and seed availability issues within Killary 



Harbour. This site, if licensed, will significantly impact on production in the area. For this reason, 

Marine Engineering Division does not recommend the licensing of this site. 

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority: Stated no objections to this application.   

 

Marine Survey Office: As a technical consultee to the Department, the Marine Survey Office was 

asked to provide observations but did not submit a response.  

 

Statutory Consultation (See Tab C) 

 

Regulation 10 of the Aquaculture (Licence Application) Regulations, 1998 requires certain statutory 

bodies to be notified of an Aquaculture Licence application. 

 

Comments were received from the following statutory bodies: 

 

Marine Institute:  Noted that the site is located in a designated Shellfish Growing Waters Area.  

Following considerations implicit to Sections 61 (e and f) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997, the 

Marine Institute is of the view that there will be no significant impacts on the marine environment 

and that the quality status of the area will not be adversely impacted. 

 

Site T09/477 is not located within a designated Natura 2000 site, and as set out in the AA Screening 

Report for Killary Harbour, the Marine Institute is of the view that significant impacts on any 

adjacent Natura 2000 are not likely (See Tab D). 

 

The Marine Institute however is of the view that at current stocking levels in Killary Harbour there is 

significant competition for food within the bay, which has resulted in a poor production yield of 

mussels, a lower product quality and longer growing time for some producers. The Licensing of 

additional production sites would compound this issue further. On this basis, the Marine Institute 

recommends that an aquaculture licence for the production of mussels at this site should not be 

granted. 

 

Commissioner of Irish Lights: Stated no objection to this licence application from a navigational 

viewpoint.  

 



Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI): IFI previously expressed serious concern about the excessive number of 

licences issued in Killary Harbour for the cultivation of mussels and the concern of IFI has been 

reflected in the decreased growth rates achieved in the bay since the substantial increase in the 

number of licences in the bay.  

Consideration must be given to the production capacity of the bay, which by virtue of the fact that 

these farms rely on natural production for growth, is very limited. Mussels are filter feeders and fed 

exclusively on the planktonic foodstuffs in the bay. This is dictated by the natural production 

capacity of the bay. Regardless of the number of mussels alive in the bay only a specific biomass can 

be grown annually. 

IFI also stated that Killary Harbour has suffered from algal blooms annually that render the shellfish 

in the bay toxic if consumed by humans. This is a further reason for the limiting of the producers and 

the capping of production of Mussels in the bay. 

They concluded that on the basis of existing scientific data the issuing of any further longline 

shellfish licences in Killary Harbour would be both scientifically unsound and economically unwise. 

Bord Iascaigh Mhara: Stated that they have no objections from an aquaculture or inshore fisheries 

point of view. 

Statutory Consultation requests were also issued to the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government, Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, An Taisce, Udaras na Gaelige, Irish 

Water, Galway County Council and Failte Ireland, however no response was received from these 

agencies.   

 

 

Public Consultation 

The application was publicly advertised using a composite public notice covering both the 

aquaculture and foreshore elements, in the “Connacht Tribune” on 5th April 2019. The application 

and supporting documentation were available for inspection at Letterfrack and Clifden Garda 

Stations for a period of 4 weeks from the date of publication of the notice in the newspaper. 

 

No objections were received arising from the public consultation process. 

 

Response to Statutory/Public Consultation 



In accordance with the applicable legislation copies of the observations/objections received by 

AFMD during the statutory and public consultation process were forwarded to the applicant for 

comment.  Kevin Lydon made the following comments in response: 

“Two parties have expressed negative comments to the granting of Licence No. T09/477, these 

parties being IFI and the Marine Institute, on the grounds of over-stocking in Killary Harbour. 

Should I be granted the licence, my intention would be most likely not to add any new longlines on 

this site, rather to disperse longlines to it from other licensed sites that I am involved in on Killary 

Harbour. These longlines would come from poor-performing sites and I believe it would have a 

positive result as it would open up channels and increase tidal flow through the remaining lines and 

also to adjacent sites.  

The Carrying Capacity Report 2010 on Killary Harbour, carried out by BIM for the DAFM, 

recommended the opening up of the channels and indicates that it would have a positive impact. 

IFI comments on algal blooms in Killary Harbour are very misinformed. Most years there are no 

blooms at all and there are very few years in which the bay is closed for any period of time. All bodies 

of water in Ireland producing shellfish for human consumption has to have a monitoring programme 

in place by law, and Killary Harbour is no exception. The Marine Institute runs an outstanding 

monitoring service which every producer in Killary Harbour participates in.   

With regards to the comments made by the Marine Institute on invasive non-native species, it is not 

envisaged that any seed will be imported to this site as Killary Harbour has and abundant supply of 

mussel spat in the bay every year.  

With regards to the Commissioner of Irish Lights terms, I am happy to comply with all of their 

requests. 

Finally, I am glad to note that BIM, technical advisors to DAFM, have no objection to the granting of 

this licence.” 

The applicant’s response to the Statutory Consultees observations was forwarded to the Marine 

Institute and the Department’s Marine Engineering Division for comment. The Marine Institute 

replied as follows: 

“We have considered the responses of the applicants to the comments made by the Statutory 

Consultees.  We remain of the view that our comments in relation to the stocking density / carrying 



capacity of the system as they relate to new applications are valid and we have no additional 

comments.  

IFI is correct in relation to occurrence of marine biotoxins in mussels in Killary which can occasionally 

make them unsafe for human consumption.  Notwithstanding this, however, you will be aware that 

the Marine Institute has in place a comprehensive, ongoing national marine biotoxin  monitoring 

programme to detect the presence of these toxins in shellfish in all shellfish production area, 

including Killary harbour. Details of this programme are available at 

https://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/areas-activity/seafood-safety/shellfish-biotoxins 

When biotoxins are detected in shellfish at concentrations above the regulatory limit set out in EU 

Regulation 853/2004, the harvesting and placing on the market of the affected shellfish is prohibited 

and is only permitted when the concentration of biotoxins falls below the regulatory limit for at least 

2 consecutive weeks.  In this way the risk of placing unsafe product on the market is minimised.  The 

results of all biotoxin testing in shellfish as part of this monitoring programme are published on the 

Marine Institute Web site at http://webapps.marine.ie/HABs/ 

On the basis of the above, it is the Marine Institute view that the occurrence of biotoxins in shellfish 

in Killary Harbour, or any other licenced production area, does not of itself make the area unsuitable 

for shellfish production or represents sufficient grounds for limiting the production.”  

 

CRITERIA IN MAKING LICENSING DECISIONS 

The licensing authority, in considering an application, is required by statute to take account, as 

appropriate, of the following points and also be satisfied that it is in the public interest to licence a 

person to engage in aquaculture: 

a) the suitability of the place or waters 

The application area is located in sheltered waters within Killary Harbour, Co. Galway. Aquaculture 
activity in the harbour has been in existence for many years which indicates that the hydrodynamic 
regime is suitable for this type of aquaculture. However, Killary Harbour has issues with existing sites 
relating to stocking levels, lack of growth and seed availability.  

 
b) other beneficial uses of the waters concerned 

Public access to recreational and other activities can be accommodated by this project. 
 

c) the particular statutory status of the waters 
 

(i) Natura 2000 

https://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/areas-activity/seafood-safety/shellfish-biotoxins
http://webapps.marine.ie/HABs/


This site is not located within a designated Natura 2000 site and, as set out in the AA Screening 

Report for Killary Harbour, significant impacts on any adjacent Natura 2000 are not likely.  

 (ii)  Shellfish Waters 

The site is located in Killary Harbour Shellfish Designated Waters. Mussels in Killary Harbour currently 

have a “B” classification (under Annex II of EU Regulation 854/2004).  

d) the likely effects on the economy of the area 
 

Aquaculture has the potential to provide a range of benefits to the local community. 
 

e) the likely ecological effects on wild fisheries, natural habitats, flora and fauna 
 
The potential ecological impacts of aquaculture activities on natural habitats, flora and fauna are 
addressed at (c) (i) above. 

 
f) the effect on the environment generally 
 
The aquaculture in Killary Harbour has been in place for the last 30 years and has become embedded 

in the landscape. The types of structures adhere to the best practices outlined in the Guidelines for 

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment of Marine Aquaculture, 2001. No chemicals or hazardous 

substances will be used during the production process. The Minister is obliged pursuant to Regulation 

5 (2) of Licence Application Regulations to consider on a case by case basis whether the proposed 

aquaculture is likely to have a significant effect on the environment. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Minister: 

refuses the granting of an the Aquaculture Licence to Kevin Lydon, Cluggam, Maam, Co. Galway. The 

reason for the recommendation to refuse the granting of the application is as follows:  

At current stocking levels in Killary Harbour there is significant competition for food resources which 

has resulted in a poor production yield of mussels, a lower product quality and longer growing time 

for some producers. The Licensing of additional production sites would compound this issue further.  

 

 

REASONS FOR DECISION 

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine is required to give public notice of both the 

licensing determination and the reasons for it. To accommodate this it is proposed to publish the 



following determination on the Department’s website in relation to this site, subject to the Minister 

approving the above recommendation: 

 

“Determination of Aquaculture/ Foreshore Licensing application –T09/477 

Kevin Lydon has applied for authorisation for the cultivation of mussels using longlines on the 

foreshore on a 15.0422 ha site (T09/477A) in Killary Harbour, Co Galway. 

 

 The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine has determined that it is not in the public 

interest to grant the Aquaculture/Foreshore Licence sought. In making his determination the 

Minister considered those matters which by virtue of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997, 

and other relevant legislation, he was required to have regard. Such matters include any 

submissions and observations received in accordance with the statutory provisions. The 

following are the reasons and considerations for the Minister’s determination not to grant 

the licence(s) sought: At current stocking levels in Killary Harbour there is significant 

competition for food resources which has resulted in a poor production yield of mussels and 

longer growing time for some producers. The Licensing of additional production sites would 

compound this issue further.”  

 

 

Submitted for approval, please. 

Deirdre O’Flynn 

Aquaculture and Foreshore Management Division 

 

 

Recommendation to refuse to grant a Foreshore Licence application (T09/477) 

 

DECISION SOUGHT 

The Minister's determination is requested please in relation to an application for a Foreshore 

Licence from Kevin Lydon, Cluggam, Maam, Co. Galway for a site in Killary Harbour, Co. Galway, on 

which it is proposed to conduct aquaculture. 

 

BACKGROUND 



Marine aquaculture operations require separate Aquaculture and Foreshore Licences and Ministerial 

approval is required in respect of this submission (Foreshore Submission) and submission above 

(Aquaculture Submission), which refer to the same site. 

The Foreshore Licence allows for the occupation of the particular area of foreshore while the 

Aquaculture Licence defines the activity that is permitted in this area. The continuing validity of each 

licence is contingent on the other licence remaining in force. 

 

APPLICATION FOR A FORESHORE LICENCE 

An application for a Foreshore Licence has been received from the applicant referred to above (in 

conjunction with an Aquaculture Licence application), relating to the occupation of the foreshore at 

a site (T09/477A – 15.0422 ha) in Killary Harbour (see Tab A). 

 

LEGISLATION 

Section 3 of the Foreshore Act, 1933 gives power to the Minister to license the use of foreshore, if 

he is of the opinion that it is in the public interest to do so. 

 

CONSULTATION AND PUBLIC COMMENT 

The application was sent to the Department’s technical experts, and was also publicly advertised in a 

composite public notice covering both aquaculture and foreshore elements. 

This application was also sent to the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 

(DHPCLG) in accordance with subsection (1B) of Section 3 of the Foreshore Act, 1933, which requires 

consultation between the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine and the Minister for 

Housing, Planning and Local Government.  Whilst aquaculture legislation requires certain statutory 

bodies to be notified of an aquaculture application, no other statutory bodies are prescribed 

consultees under Fisheries related foreshore legislation. 

 

Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government: There were no comments received from a 

water quality or foreshore perspective. 

 

Technical Consultation 

Marine Engineering Division: The proposed site is located on the south shore of Inner Killary 

Harbour, Co. Galway. Killary Harbour is largely sheltered from wind and wave action making it an 

ideal area for aquaculture. This aquaculture site has been in existence for 20 years, which indicates 

that the hydrodynamic regime is suitable for this type of aquaculture. As the mussel production sites 



in Killary Harbour are not located within a Natura 2000 site there will be no direct impacts from this 

operation. However, there is overstocking, lack of growth and seed availability issues within Killary 

Harbour. This site, if licensed, will significantly impact on production in the area. For this reason, 

Marine Engineering Division does not recommend the licensing of this site. 

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority:  Stated no objections to this application. 

 

Marine Survey Office: As a technical consultee to the Department, the Marine Survey Office was 

asked to provide observations but did not submit a response.  

 

 

Public Consultation 

The application was publicly advertised using a composite public notice covering both the 

aquaculture and foreshore elements, in the “Connacht Tribune” on 5th April 2019. The application 

and supporting documentation were available for inspection at Letterfrack and Clifden Garda 

Stations for a period of 4 weeks from the date of publication of the notice in the newspaper. 

 

No objections were received arising from the public consultation process. 

 

CRITERIA IN MAKING LICENSING DECISIONS 

The Minister, in considering an application for a Foreshore Licence, may, if satisfied that it is in the 

public interest to do so, grant such a licence. Section 82 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 

stipulates that the Minister, in considering an application for a licence under the Foreshore Acts, 

which is sought in connection with the carrying on of aquaculture pursuant to an Aquaculture 

Licence, shall have regard to any decision of the licensing authority in relation to the Aquaculture 

Licence. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Minister, taking account of the decision on the related Aquaculture 

Licence application: 

refuses to grant the Foreshore Licence sought.  The reason for the recommendation to refuse the 

granting of the application is as follows: 

 



At current stocking levels in Killary Harbour there is significant competition for food resources which 

has resulted in a poor production yield of mussels, a lower product quality and longer growing time 

for some producers. The Licensing of additional production sites would compound this issue further.  

 

 

 

Submitted for approval, please. 

Deirdre O’Flynn 

Aquaculture and Foreshore Management Division 

 



 

 

 
 

Marine Engineering Division 
 

Report on Aquaculture Licence Application 

 

Application Reference No:  T09/477 
 

Report Prepared By:  Edwina Forde 

 

Date:      18/02/19 

 

Applicant Killary Harvest Ltd, c/o Michael Lydon and Kevin 

Lydon, Cluggam, Maam, Co. Galway 

 

Location  Killary Harbour 

 

Applicant Type  Aquaculture/Foreshore Licence Application 

 

 

 

 

Species Blue Mussels (Mytilus Edulis)  

      

Cultivation Method Extensive- longlines 

 

Intertidal/Non-Intertidal  Sub-tidal 

 

Source of seed Not specified  

 

Annual Production Estimates 280 tonne (Year 5)  

    

 

Shellfish Waters Designation Yes   No  

Reference:     SI 268 of 2006 

 

Environmental Designation Yes   No  

Reference: Adjacent to The Twelve Bens/Garraun complex 

SAC(0020131) and Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Eriff complex 

SAC ( 001932)  

 

Development Plans Yes   No  

Reference: Galway County Development Plan 2015-2021 

Objective AFF8 - Aquaculture 

 

Pre-Consultation Meeting  Yes  No  

     Date:  

 

Sites T09/477 

Site Area (Ha) 15 



Drawing Validation Sheet 
 

OSI Maps   Yes   No   

Comment: 6” scale maps prepared by GIS Mapping Section. 

 

BA Chart Yes   No   

Comment: BA Charts prepared by GIS Mapping Section. 

  

Farm Layout Drawing Yes   No  

Directional Arrow Yes   No  

Scale   Yes   No  

Title Block  Yes   No  

Date   Yes   No  

Comment: Drawings submitted are not suitable. 

 

Drawings of structures Yes   No   

Comment: Drawings submitted are suitable 

 

Details of Proposed 

Navigation Marking Yes   No   

Comment: Drawings not submitted  

 

Site Access Indicated Yes   No   

Comment: Site access map not submitted. 

 

Site Co-Ordinates 

Indicated Yes   No  

Comment:   Site co-ordinates not indicated in application. 

 

Site Overlap Yes   No  

Comment:  

 

Oyster Fishery Order 

Overlap Yes   No  

Comment:  

 

  The application is submitted with each of the requirements listed 

and is therefore deemed to be a valid application. 

 

  AFMD should be aware that insufficient details have been 

submitted as per above. 

 



Site Suitability Assessment 

Site Location 

The site is located on the south shore of Outer Killary Harbour, Co. Galway. Killary Harbour 

is a fjord-like inlet situated between the county boundaries of Mayo to the north and Galway 

to the south. It is approximately 15km long and 0.75km wide with an average depth of 15m. 

As high mountainous ground surrounds the water body, freshwater runoff is a significant 

factor in its hydrography. Killary Harbour is largely sheltered from wind and wave action 

making it an ideal area for aquaculture. Access to this site is by boat only. This aquaculture 

has been in existence for 30 years, which indicates that the hydrodynamic regime is suitable 

for this type of aquaculture. This site extends seaward of the last licensed mussel site in 

Killary Harbour and is located a short distance from an established finfish farm.  

At present there are major problems in existing sites due to overstocking, lack of growth and 

seed availability, additional licensed area would not improve this situation. 

The Wild Atlantic Way runs along the R335 on the north shore to Ashleigh and joins the N59 

along the south shore to Letterfrack; this site cannot be view directly from the route. 

Appropriate Site Location maps have been submitted with this application.  

Site Management 

This application is for aquaculture activity in Outer Killary Harbour, Co. Galway. Access is 

by boat from Rosroe Pier near the mouth of Killary Harbour. This application is for the 

cultivation of mussels using longlines. No management information was submitted as part of 

the application. 

Proposed Site Layout and Structures 

The aquaculture sites in Killary Harbour have been configured to facilitate navigation, 

farming operations, and visual impact within the overall aquaculture area. This applicant 

proposes to cultivate mussels using longlines on a site 15 Ha in size. No farm site layouts 

were submitted as part of the application. The details of structures to be licensed for this 

application have been prepared and are suitable for advertising and attachment to any licence 

issued for the site. All structures including anchors are to be kept within the site boundary. 

Land Based Facilities / Site Access 

The operator proposes to access the site using a boat from Rosroe Pier located near the mouth 

of Killary Harbour. Details of the access route were not included with the application. 

Navigation 

A navigational marking scheme was not submitted as part of the application. A SUMS is in 

operation in Killary Harbour. Any proposed navigational marking scheme should be 

approved by CIL. Applicant is to maintain all navigation markers as specified by the license.  

Visual Impact 

The Galway County Development Plan 2015-2021 indicates there are scenic routes 

surrounding Killary Harbour. The views of this site are limited from scenic routes. The 

aquaculture in Killary Harbour has been in place for the last 30 years and has become 

embedded in the landscape. The types of structures adhere to the best practices outlined in the 

Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment of Marine Aquaculture, 2001. The 

licence conditions will specify the orientation of the structures on the sites to minimise the 

visual impact. All structures that are not in use will be removed from the foreshore.  

Impact / Cumulative Impact 

There has been licensed aquaculture activity in Killary Harbour for the last 30 years. There is 

tourism, fishing and marine leisure in the area.  Aquaculture operations should not interfere 

with these amenities. There is overstocking, lack of growth and seed availability issues within 

Killary Harbour. This site if licenced will significantly impact on production in the area. As 

the mussel production sites in Killary Harbour are not located within a Natura 2000 site and 

there will be no direct impact from the operations. The Twelve Bens/Garraun complex SAC 

(0020131) to the south and the Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Eriff complex SAC (001932) to the north 



should be consulted for details of the aquaculture activity that may pose a potential 

significant negative impact on the SAC’s.  

 

Marine Engineering Division does not recommend the licencing of this site for the 

reasons outlined above. 

 







1

OFlynn, Deirdre

From: Foley, Tina
Sent: 28 May 2019 09:44
To: OFlynn, Deirdre
Cc: DAFM Queries
Subject: Aquaculture Application: 3 sites at Killary Harbour, Co. Galway

Categories: Red Category

Hi Deirdre, 
 
Please see below response received from Ros an Mhil Port in respect of the above application as requested. 
 
Kind regards 
Tina 
 
Tina Foley 
Clerical Officer 
Food & Fisheries Support Unit 
 
T +353 238859313 
E tina.foley@sfpa.ie  
 

 

 
An t-Údarás um Chosaint Iascaigh Mhara, Clogheen, Cloich na Coillte, Co. Chorcai  
Head Office, National Seafood Centre, Park Road, Clogheen, Clonakilty, Co. Cork 
Eircode: P85TX47 
www.sfpa.ie 
 
 

From: Curran, Siubhan  
Sent: 23 May 2019 17:18 
To: Foley, Tina 
Cc: McDermott, Brian; Murray, Paul 
Subject: RE: RESPONSE DUE : Aquaculture Application: 3 sites at Killary Harbour, Co. Galway 
 
Hi Tina 
 
There are no issues with those applications / renewals in the Killary  
 
The applicants are known to me and are currently farming in the area  
 
Kind regards  
 
Siubhán  
 
Oifigeach Chosaint Iascaigh Mhara  
Ros a Mhíl , 
Co. na Gaillimhe  
087 2508095 /091 572405 
 



 

 

 
 

Rinville, 

Oranmore, 

Co. Galway 

Tel: 091 387200 

Date: 10 April 2019 

Deirdre O’Flynn 

Aquaculture and Foreshore Management Division 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
Clogheen,  

Clonakilty 

Co. Cork. 

Advice on Aquaculture Licence Application 

Applicant Kevin Lydon 

Application type New 

Site Reference No T09/477A 

Species Mussels (M. edulis) – longlines 

Site Status Not located within a Natura 2000 Site 

Located within the Killary designated Shellfish Growing Waters Area.   

 
Dear Deirdre 
 

This is an application for the renewal of an aquaculture licence to cultivate mussels (M. edulis), using longlines, at Site 

T09/477A  in Killary Harbour, Co. Galway. The area of foreshore at Site T09/477A is circa 15.0422Ha.  

 

No chemicals or hazardous substances will be used during the production process.  

 

The cultivation of shellfish at this site will produce faeces and pseudofaeces. Any impact will be limited to the area of 

the site. The build-up of excess organic matter beyond the footprint of the sites is not considered likely.  

 

Considering the location, nature and scale of the proposed aquaculture activity, and in deference to our remit under the 

Marine Institute Act, and the considerations implicit to Sections 61(e and f) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 the 

Marine Institute is of the view that there will be no significant impacts on the marine environment and that the quality 

status of the area will not be adversely impacted 

 

Site T09/477A is located within the Killary designated Shellfish Growing Water Area.   

 

Under Annex II of EU Regulation 854/2004 mussels in Killary Harbour have a “B” Classification 

 

Site T09/477A is not located within a designated Natura 2000 site and, as set out in the AA Screening Report for 

Killary Harbour
1
, the Marine Institute is of the view that significant impacts on any adjacent Natura 2000 are not likely. 

 

The Marine Institute is of the view that at current stocking levels in Killary Harbour there is significant competition for 

food within Killary which has resulted in a poor production yield of mussels, a lower product quality and a longer 

growing time for some producers (ALAB  Technical Advisor’s report
2
, Nunes et al 2011

3)
. The licencing of additional 

                                                 
1
 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/approp

riateassessments/galway/AAScreeningKillaryHarbour280219.pdf 

 
2
 

http://www.alab.ie/media/alab/content/technicalreports/JN1204%20ALAB%20Final%20Draft%20Killary%20Report%

20(includes%20corrections%20in%20Appendix%20I).pdf 

 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/appropriateassessments/galway/AAScreeningKillaryHarbour280219.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/appropriateassessments/galway/AAScreeningKillaryHarbour280219.pdf
http://www.alab.ie/media/alab/content/technicalreports/JN1204%20ALAB%20Final%20Draft%20Killary%20Report%20(includes%20corrections%20in%20Appendix%20I).pdf
http://www.alab.ie/media/alab/content/technicalreports/JN1204%20ALAB%20Final%20Draft%20Killary%20Report%20(includes%20corrections%20in%20Appendix%20I).pdf


 

 

production sites would compound this issue further. On this basis, the Marine Institute recommends that an aquaculture 

licence for the production of mussels at this site should not be granted 
 

In the event that an Aquaculture Licence is granted, and in order to be able to assess and manage the potential risk of 

the introduction of  invasive non-native  species, the MI recommends that the initial source of seed and other sources 

which may be used at any point in the future should be approved by the Minister.  This approval should be a specific 

condition of any licence that may issue. It should be noted that the control of alien species is a separate issue to the 

control of diseases in the context of the current Fish Health legislation. 

 

Notwithstanding the recommendation outlined above, and in the event that an Aquaculture Licence is granted, the 

movement of stock in and out of the site  should follow best practice guidelines as they relate to the risk of introduction 

of invasive non-native species (e.g. Invasive Species Ireland). In this regard it is recommended that, prior to the 

commencement of operations at the site, the applicant be required to draw up a contingency plan, for the approval of 

DAFM, which shall identify, inter alia, methods for the removal from the environment of any invasive non-native 

species introduced as a result of operations at this site. If such an event occurs, the contingency plan shall be 

implemented immediately. 

 

In the event that invasive non-native species are introduced into a site as a result of aquaculture activity the impacts may 

be bay -wide and thus affect other aquaculture operators in the bay. In this regard, therefore, the Marine Institute 

considers that the CLAMS process may be a useful and appropriate vehicle for the development and implementation of 

alien species management and control plans. 

 

It is statutory requirement that a Fish Health Authorisation as required under Council Directive 2006/88/EC be in 

place prior to the commencement of the aquaculture activities proposed. 
 

 
 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

 

 

___________ 

Dr. Terry McMahon 

Section Manager, Marine Environment and Food Safety Services, 

The Marine Institute. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                  
3
 Nunes J.P.  et al. 2011. Towards an ecosystem approach to aquaculture: Assessment of sustainable shellfish 

cultivation at different scales of space, time and complexity. Aquaculture 315 (2011) 369–383 

 
 

http://invasivespeciesireland.com/cops/aquaculture/
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LL: LA 0435.2701 
Applicant: Kevin Lydon 
Site: Killary Harbour, Co. Galway 
 
Dear Ms. O’Flynn, 
 
Thank you for your letter advising us of this application. 
 
Based on the information supplied, there appears to be no objection to the development. It is 
important to ensure that no navigable inter-tidal channels are impeded by the site. 
 
If a licence is granted, all structures must be clearly marked as required by Regulations and 
Licensing Permit conditions and to the approval of the Nautical Surveyor with the Marine Survey 
Office.   
 
We would request that you include the following terms in the licence– 
 
 That the applicant secures Statutory Sanction from the Commissioners of Irish Lights for the aids 

to navigation that may be required by the Marine Survey Office.  These aids should be in place 
before development on the site commences. Statutory sanction forms are available at 
http://www.irishlights.ie/safety-navigation/statutory-sanction.aspx 

 The size and specification of aids to navigation should be of the design and specification 
approved by the Marine Survey Office and must be agreed in advance with the Commissioners 
of Irish Lights. 
 
 

It is recommended that local fishing and leisure interests be consulted prior to a decision being made.  
 
Furthermore, if a licence is granted, the UK Hydrographic Office at Taunton: sdr@ukho.gov.uk  
must be informed of the development's geographical position in order to update nautical charts and 
other nautical publications.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Neil Askew 
for Director of Operations and Navigation 
 
 cc Capt. T. O’Callaghan, Dept. of Transport Tourism & Sport, Marine Survey Office 

Ms. Deidre O’Flynn Your Reference: T09/477 
Aquaculture and Foreshore Management Division   
Dept. of Agriculture Food & the Marine Our Reference: LA:0435.2701 
National Seafood Centre   
Clonakilty Date: 28/03/2019 
Co. Cork   
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OFlynn, Deirdre

From: Murphy, Mike [murphym@bim.ie]
Sent: 08 May 2019 11:07
To: OFlynn, Deirdre
Subject: RE: Aquaculture Licence applications in Killary Harbour, Co Galway

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Dear Deirdre, 
Re: Licence Applications/Renewal in Killary Harbour, in Co. Galway,  ; T09/477;   

, to grow mussels on longlines. 
Following internal consultation within the Seafood Technical Services Business Unit, BIM, which includes 
aquaculture and inshore fisheries, BIM are satisfied that the proposed operations do not conflict with any other 
aquaculture or inshore fisheries interests in the area.  
We have no objection to the renewal/applications. 
Regards 
Mike Murphy 
Michael Murphy 

Resource Development Manager North, 
Seafood Technical Services Business Unit, 
BIM 

T +353 7479732601 
M +353 87 2476448 
E mike.murphy@bim.ie 

  
 

 
 
 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 is confidential and is designated solely for the 
attention and use of the intended recipient(s). This information may be subject to legal and professional privilege. If 
you are not an intended recipient of this email, you must not use, disclose, copy, distribute or retain this message or 



2

any part of it. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete all copies of 
this email from your computer system(s).  
 
An Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara  
 
Tá an t‐eolais san ríomhphost seo, agus in aon ceangláin leis, faoi phribhléid agus faoi rún agus le h‐aghaigh an seolaí 
amháin. D’fhéadfadh ábhar an seoladh seo bheith faoi phribhléid profisiúnta nó dlíthiúil. Mura tusa an seolaí a bhí 
beartaithe leis an ríomhphost seo a fháil, tá cosc air, nó aon chuid de, a úsáid, a chóipeál, nó a scaoileadh. Má 
tháinig sé chugat de bharr dearmad, téigh i dteagmháil leis an seoltóir agus scrios an t‐ábhar ó do ríomhaire le do 
thoil. 
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Appropriate Assessment Screening for Aquaculture activities in Killary 
Harbour, Co. Galway 

Brief description of the project or plan Currently mussels (Mytilus edulis) are cultured at 52 licenced 
sites and salmon (Salmo salar) are cultured at 2 licenced 
sites in the Killary Harbour area. The culture of salmon takes 
place at the 2 most western sites while the culture of 
mussels takes place within the harbour area.  
 
Applications have been submitted for aquaculture licences 
for the production of mussels at 9 additional sites and for the 
production of oysters at 1 additional site (in Little Killary).  
 
The location of all sites, both licenced and applications, are 
shown in Figure 1 
 
 

  

Brief description of the Natura 2000 
sites 

Killary Harbour is not a Natura 2000 site but is bordered by 4 
SACs - The Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex SAC (Site Code: 
002031), the Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC  (Site 
Code: 001932) the Maumturk Mountains SAC (Site Code: 
002008) and the West Connacht Coast SAC (Site Code 
002998). The locations of these sites are also shown in 
Figures 1, 2 & 3.  
 
Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex SAC (Site Code: 002031) 
 This is an extensive site situated in the north-west of 
Connemara in Co. Galway and dominated by mountainous 
terrain. The site is bounded to the south by the Connemara 
Bog Complex, to the east by the Maumturk Mountains and to 
the north by Killary Harbour. Included within the site are the 
Twelve Bens mountain range, the mountains to the north of 
Kylemore (Doughruagh, Garraun and Benchoona), rivers 
including the Ballynahinch and Owenglin systems and an 
area of coastal heath and machair near Glassilaun. The site 
also includes some extensive tracts of lowland blanket bog 
which are continuous with the mountains 
 
The Conservation Objectives of this site are

1
: 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Oligotrophic waters containing very few minerals of 
sandy plains (Littorelletalia uniflorae) in The Twelve 
Bens/Garraun Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Oligotrophic to mesotrophic standing waters with 
vegetation of the Littorelletea uniflorae and/or of the 
Isoëto-Nanojuncetea in The Twelve Bens/Garraun 
Complex SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Alpine and Boreal heaths in The Twelve 

                                           
1 NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives: The Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex SAC 002031. 
Version 1. National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs. 
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Bens/Garraun Complex SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Blanket bogs (* if active bog) in The Twelve 
Bens/Garraun Complex SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Depressions on peat substrates of the 
Rhynchosporion in The Twelve Bens/Garraun 
Complex SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Siliceous scree of the montane to snow levels 
(Androsacetalia alpinae and Galeopsietalia  adani) in 
The Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex SAC 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Calcareous rocky slopes with chasmophytic 
vegetation in The Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex 
SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Siliceous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation 
in The Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the 
British Isles in The Twelve   Bens/Garraun Complex 
SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Freshwater Pearl Mussel in The Twelve 
Bens/Garraun Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Atlantic Salmon in The Twelve Bens/Garraun 
Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Otter in The Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Slender Naiad in The Twelve Bens/Garraun 
Complex SAC, 

 
 
Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC  (Site Code: 
001932)  

The Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC covers a large 
area of the scenic hills of south Co. Mayo. The western limit 
of the site is at Dooaghtry, south of Kinnadoohy. The 
southern margin is bounded by Killary Harbour and the Erriff 
River, including the corrie of Lough Glenawough. The Aille 
River forms the eastern limit, and to the north the boundary 
includes the main massifs of the Sheeffry Hills and the 
Mweelrea Mountains. Several river catchments are 
encompassed within the site, including the Bundorragha and 
Glenummera Rivers, as well as Fin Lough, Doo Lough and 
Glencullin Lough, the upper catchment of the Bunowen River 
and parts of the Derrycraff and Owenmore Rivers. 
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The Conservation Objectives of this site are:
2
 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Coastal lagoons* in Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff 
Complex SAC 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Annual vegetation of drift lines in 
Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia 
maritimae) in Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex 
SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) in 
Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Embryonic shifting dunes in Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff 
Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Oligotrophic waters containing very few minerals of 
sandy plains (Littorelletalia  niflorae) in 
Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Oligotrophic to mesotrophic standing waters with 
vegetation of the Littorelletea uniflorae and/or of the 
Isoëto-Nanojuncetea in Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff 
Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Natural dystrophic lakes and ponds in 
Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Water courses of plain to montane levels with the 
Ranunculion fluitantis and  Callitricho-Batrachion 
vegetation in Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex 
SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix in 
Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
European dry heaths in weelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff 
Complex SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Alpine and Boreal heaths in Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff 
Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Juniperus communis formations on heaths or 
calcareous grasslands in Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff 

                                           

 

 
2 NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives: Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC 001932. 
Version 1. National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Culture, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht 
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Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Hydrophilous tall herb fringe communities of plains 
and of the montane to alpine levels in 
Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Blanket bogs (* if active bog) in 
Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Transition mires and quaking bogs in 
Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Depressions on peat substrates of the 
Rhynchosporion in Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff 
Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion)* 
in Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Alkaline fens in Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex 
SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Siliceous scree of the montane to snow levels 
(Androsacetalia alpinae and Galeopsietalia ladani) in 
Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Calcareous rocky slopes with chasmophytic 
vegetation in  Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex 
SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Siliceous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation 
in Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Geyer's Whorl Snail in Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff 
Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Narrow-mouthed Whorl Snail in 
Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Freshwater Pearl Mussel in Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff 
Complex SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Atlantic Salmon in Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex 
SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Otter in Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Petalwort in Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Slender Naiad in Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex 
SAC, 
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Maumturk Mountains SAC (Site Code: 002008) 
 
The Maumturk Mountains are situated east of the Twelve 
Bens and west of the Maumtrasnas, between the Inagh 
Valley and the Leenaun/Maam road in Co. Galway. The site 
is bounded to the north by Killary Harbour and to the south 
by the Galway/ Clifden road. Most of the mountains exceed 
600 m in height and about half of the land within the site lies 
above an altitude of 250 m. In addition many rivers criss-
cross the site. 
 

The Conservation Objectives of this site are
3
 

 
 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 

Oligotrophic waters containing very few minerals of 
sandy plains (Littorelletalia uniflorae) in Maumturk 
Mountains SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix in 
Maumturk Mountains SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Alpine and Boreal heaths in Maumturk Mountains 
SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Blanket bogs (* if active bog) in Maumturk Mountains 
SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Depressions on peat substrates of the 
Rhynchosporion in Maumturk Mountains SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Siliceous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation 
in Maumturk Mountains SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Atlantic Salmon in Maumturk Mountains SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Slender Naiad in Maumturk Mountains SAC, 

 
 
West Connacht Coast SAC (Site Code 002998) 

This site consists of a substantial area of marine waters lying 
off the coasts of Counties Mayo and Galway. Comprising two 
parts, in its northern component the site extends from the 
coastal waters off Erris Head westwards beyond Eagle 
Island and the Mullet Peninsula in Co. Mayo. From there it 
extends southwards immediately off the coast as far as the 
entrance to Blacksod Bay. In its southern component, the 
site stretches from Clare Island and the outer reaches of 
Clew Bay at Old Head and continues southwards off the 
Mayo coast to the Connemara coast near Clifden and 
Ballyconneely, Co Galway. Predominantly coastal in nature, 

                                           
3 NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives: Maumturk Mountains SAC 002008. Version 1. National 
Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs. 
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the site extends westwards into Atlantic continental shelf 
waters up to approximately 7-11 km from the mainland, 
although in its southern component it remains mostly inshore 
of the main islands: Clare Island, Inishturk, Inishbofin and 
Inishshark. Its area contains subtidal waters fringing these 
and other islands, as well as islets and rocky skerries off the 
Co. Mayo and Co. Galway coasts. 

The Conservation Objectives of this site are
4 

 
 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 

Common Bottlenose Dolphin in West Connacht 
Coast SAC, 

 
 
 

                                           
4 NPWS (2015) Conservation Objectives: West Connacht Coast SAC 002998. Version 1. 
National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. 
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Assessment criteria 
  

Describe the individual 
elements of the project 
(either alone or in 
combination with other plans 
or projects) likely to give rise 
to impacts on the Natura 
2000 site. 

Mussels are cultured using longlines. A long-line supported by a 
series of small floats joined by a cable or chain and anchored at the 
bottom on both ends is employed. Mussel spat (seed) is collected 
on ropes or strings (droppers) suspended on the line. From each of 
the longlines there are a number of dropper lines (up to 5m in 
length). The depth of the droppers is dependent upon a number of 
factors including water depth, the floatation provided and the 
carrying capacity of the system. 
 
Intertidal culture of oysters is carried out in bags on trestles in the 
intertidal zone. Depending on the size of the stock the numbers of 
oysters in each bag will vary with lower number in bags with larger 
oysters.  Typically seed is sourced form hatcheries in the UK or 
France but when available may also be sourced from within Ireland. 
 
Finfish are contained in floating cages structures arranged in a grid 
system which are secured to the seabed via ropes attached to 
anchors. The fish are inputted to the cages as smolts, where they 
are fed, and following a period of 18- 24 months are harvested.   
 
Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) is listed as a “Feature of Interest” in 
the Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC, the Twelve 
Bens/Garraun Complex SAC and the  Maumturk Mountains SAC 
While all 3 designated sites support important populations and 
high quality spawning and nursery grounds for Atlantic salmon 
(Salmo salar) only salmon from Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex 
SAC use Killary harbour as a migratory route. The presence of 
aquaculture structures could potentially form a physical barrier to 
migration.   

 
Out migrating smolt abundance could potentially be impacted by 
sealice from the salmon cages at licenced Sites T09/143 and 
T09/143A in the area. 
 
Common Bottlenose Dolphin could be potentially be impacted by 
the proposed aquaculture activity at Site T09/478A (mussel 
application site), and Site T09/143A (licenced salmon farm site) 
which are both located within the West Connacht Coast SAC 
 

 

  

Describe any likely direct, 
indirect or secondary impacts 
of the project (either alone or 
in combination with other 
plans or projects) on the 
Natura 2000 site by virtue of: 

  

size and scale; With the exception of site T09/478A and T09/143A, both of which 
are located within the West Connacht Coast SAC, as well as Site 
T09/143, there are no direct or indirect impacts from the culture 
operations on the adjacent SACs. 
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The aquaculture activity occurs principally on the south shore of the 
harbour and, considering the nature and scale of the aquaculture 
structures used in the area, is not considered to present a significant 
barrier to migration of salmon in the area. The aquaculture 
structures will not result in an artificial barrier to salmon migration 
within the river channels. 
 
Out migrating smolt abundance could potentially be impacted by 
sealice from the salmon cages in the area. (Sites T09/143 and 
T09/143)  A further assessment of this issue is needed and should 
be fully considered as part of the determination of any application 
for the renewal of these aquaculture licences.  
 
 
 
  

Distance from the Natura 
2000 site or key features of 
the site: 

With the exception of site T09/478A and T09/143A, both of which 
are located within the West Connacht Coast SAC (there is no spatial 
overlap between any of the aquaculture sites and the Natura 2000 
sites. 
 

Resource requirements 
(water abstraction etc.): 

Cultured bivalves (mussels and oysters) are filter feeders and they 
feed upon suspended particulate matter. They selectively ingest 
phytoplankton and other organic material (e.g. small zooplankton 
and bacteria) and dispose of inorganic and larger organic matter in 
pseudofeces, which is excreted into the water column. Typically the 
fecal and pseudofecal pellets will fall to the sea floor and may cause 
localised organic enrichment and/or sedimentation. The level of 
enrichment is a function of, inter alia, water depth current speed, 
density of culture, the quantity of suspended particulate matter in 
the water column, or a combination of these. The build-up of excess 
organic matter beyond the footprint of the sites is not considered 
likely. The bivalve shellfish production activities do not use any 
resources required by the qualifying features within the adjacent 
Natura 2000 sites.  
 
Similarly the culture of salmon, which involves the use of pre-
prepared feed, does not use any resources required by the 
qualifying features within the adjacent Natura 2000 sites. As is the 
case with bivalves salmon will produce fecal pellets which will fall to 
the sea floor and may cause localised organic enrichment and/or 
sedimentation. The level of enrichment is a function of, inter alia, 
water depth current speed, density of culture, the quantity of 
suspended particulate matter in the water column, or a combination 
of these. The build-up of excess organic matter beyond the footprint 
of the sites is not considered likely. 
 
 
 

Emissions (disposal to land, 
water or air): 

No toxic or hazardous chemicals are used during the culture of 
shellfish. Water quality will not be impacted.  
 
The aquaculture sites in the Killary harbour area are accessed mainly 
by boats, with other vehicles used as required. As a consequence, 
noise and pollution e.g.  as a result of a fuel spill may present a risk to 

features of adjoining Natura sites with a specific marine element. The 



 9 

risks are, however, not considered significant at current levels of 
aquaculture activity. It is considered that impacts would be localised 
and minor.  
 

 

Excavation requirements: There are no excavation or similar activities associated with the 
aquaculture activity 

Transportation requirements: With the exception of site T09/478A and T09/143A, both of which 
are located within the West Connacht Coast SAC,  access routes to 
the aquaculture sites do not spatially overlap with any of the 
adjacent Natura 2000 sites. The produced aquaculture products are 
transported offsite by lorry using the existing national road network 
with no impact on the adjoining Natura 2000 sites.  

Duration of construction, 
operation, decommissioning: 

None 

Other: .  

  

Describe any likely changes 
to the site arising as a result 
of: 

 

Reduction of habitat area: With the exception of site T09/478A and T09/143A, both of which 
are located within the West Connacht Coast SAC, there is no 
reduction in habitat area within any of the Natura 2000 sites 
considered. arising from the currently licenced or proposed 
aquaculture production activities  

Disturbance to key species: With the exception of site T09/478A and T09/143A, both of which 
are located within the West Connacht Coast SAC as well as Site 
T09/143, and given the separation distance of the aquaculture  sites 
from the adjacent Natura 2000 sites and the absence of any clear 
“source –pathway – receptor” there will be no disturbance to key 
species within any Natura 2000 sites arising from the currently 
licenced or proposed shellfish aquaculture production activities 

Habitat or species 
fragmentation: 

With the exception of site T09/478A and T09/143A, both of which 
are located within the West Connacht Coast SAC there is no habitat 
or species fragmentation within the Natura 2000 sites arising from 
the currently licenced or proposed aquaculture production activities 

Reduction in species density: With the exception of site T09/478A and T09/143A, both of which 
are located within the West Connacht Coast SAC, there is no 
reduction in species density within the Natura 2000 sites arising 
from the currently licenced or proposed aquaculture production 
activities.  

Changes in key indicators of 
conservation value (water 
quality): 

With the exception of site T09/478A and T09/143A, both of which 
are located within the West Connacht Coast SAC, there are no 
changes in key indicators of conservation value within the Natura 
2000 sites arising from the currently licenced or proposed 
aquaculture production activities. 

Climate change: Given the nature and scale of the aquaculture production activities 
the contribution to climate change is considered insignificant. 
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Describe any likely impacts on the 
Natura 2000 site as a whole in term of; 

  

Interference with the key relationships 
that define the structure of the site: 

With the exception of site T09/478A and T09/143A, both of 
which are located within the West Connacht Coast SAC 
the currently licenced or proposed aquaculture production 
activities in Killary Harbour will not interfere with the key 
relationships that define the structure of the adjacent 
Natura 2000 sites. 

Interference with the key relationships 
that define the function of the site 

With the exception of site T09/478A and T09/143A, both of 
which are located within the West Connacht Coast SAC 
the currently licenced or proposed aquaculture production 
activities in Killary Harbour will not interfere with the key 
relationships that define the function of the adjacent Natura 
2000 sites. 

Provide indicators of significance as a 
result of the identification of effects set 
out above in terms of: 

 

Loss With the exception of site T09/478A and T09/143A, both of 
which are located within the West Connacht Coast SAC, 
none identified  

 Fragmentation: With the exception of site T09/478A and T09/143A, both of 
which are located within the West Connacht Coast SAC, 
none identified 

 Disruption: With the exception of Site T09/143 and T09/143A, both of 
which are currently licenced for salmon culture and which 
could potentially impact on outgoing salmon smolt 
migration, none identified 

 Disturbance: With the exception of site T09/478A and T09/143A, both of 
which are located within the West Connacht Coast SAC, 
none identified 

Change to key elements of the site 
(e.g. water quality etc..): 

With the exception of site T09/478A and T09/143A, both of 
which are located within the West Connacht Coast SAC, 
none identified 

  

Describe from the above those 
elements of the project or plan, or 
combination of elements, where the 
above impacts are likely to be 
significant or where the scale or 
magnitude of impacts is not known. 

With the exception of site T09/478A and T09/143A, both of 
which are located within the West Connacht Coast SAC as 
well as Site T09/143,  none identified  
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Finding of no significance effect report: 

Name of project or plan: Aquaculture activities in the Killary Harbour area. 

Name and location of Natura 2000 site 
It would be helpful for a map or plan to 
be provided: 

The Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex SAC (Site Code: 
002031), the Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC  (Site 
Code: 001932) the Maumturk Mountains SAC (Site Code: 
002008) and the West Connacht Coast SAC (Site Code 
002998). 
 

Description of the project or plan  Shellfish (mussels and oysters) and finfish (Atlantic 
salmon) culture activity in Killary Harbour. 

  

Is the project or plan directly connected 
with or necessary to the management of 
the site (provide details)? 

No.  

 

Are there other projects or plans that 
together with the project or plan being 
assessed could affect the site (provide 
details)? 

No.  

  

Describe how the project or plan (alone 
or in combination) is likely to affect the 
Natura 2000 site. 

With the exception of site T09/478A and T09/143A, both 
of which are located within the West Connacht Coast SAC 
as well as Site T09/143 cultivation of shellfish and finfish 
in Killary Harbour is not likely to affect the features of 
adjoining Natura 2000 sites.   

 

Explain why these effects are not 
considered significant. 

With the exception of site T09/478A and T09/143A, both 
of which are located within the West Connacht Coast SAC 
there is no spatial overlap of the aquaculture activities with 
Natura sites. In addition, there would be no interference 
with key relationships that define the function of the sites. 
The shellfish culture activities will not result in habitat loss, 
there will not be significant disturbance to key species and 
there will be no habitat or species fragmentation. There 
will be no direct discharge of pollutants into the 
environment and water quality will not be affected.  
Consequently, it is concluded that the culture of shellfish, 
as it is currently constituted and proposed, in Killary 
Harbour does not pose significant risk to the conservation 
features of the adjacent Natura 2000 sites and as such 
does not require a full appropriate assessment.  
 
On the basis of the above it is considered that there will be 
no significant effects on the qualifying feature / interests’ 
of the adjacent Natura 2000 sites. 
 
Given that the currently licenced aquaculture activity at   
Site T09/143A and the proposed licenced aquaculture 
activity at Site T09/478A are located within the West 
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Connacht Coast SAC these activities cannot be “Screened 
Out” and a further assessment is required. 
 

Similarly  potential impacts on out migrating smolts from 
Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC arising from 
aquaculture activity at the salmon cages at licenced Sites 
T09/143 and T09/143A in the area cannot by “Screened 
Out” and a further assessment is required. 
 
 
 

Who carried out the assessment? Marine Institute, February 2019 
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Figure 1. Location of licenced aquaculture sites and aquaculture licence application sites in the Killary Harbour area and 
adjacent Natura 2000 sites. 
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